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 WHAT IS A DEACON? 
 
Most of us think of Deacons as those who are in the 
last phase of preparation to become priests.  The 
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Episcopal Church has begun to reclaim the historical 
role of the Deacon as one who is ordained to a 
ministry of service under the direct authority of the 
Bishop.  In the past two years, the Diocese of 
Rochester has begun a Diaconal Ministry Program to 
prepare people for ordination to this order of ministry. 
 
Persons identified as possibly having a call to the 
deaconate go through a discernment process with 
peers within the parish that is outlined by the 
diocese.  They must have the approval of the Rector, 
the Vestry, the Bishop and the Commission on 
Ministry in order to enter training for this ministry. 
 
The training involves a two-year program of study 
that includes theology, scripture, spiritual formation 
and worship.  This program in offered by the Bexley 
Institute, a program of the Bexley Hall Seminary. 
 
Part of the training program is a learning agreement 
that outlines the specific ministry of that the deacon 
in training will undertake in the local parish. 
 
Andy Johnson has been meeting with a discernment 
group here in the parish since early this year.  He 
has met with the Vestry on two occasions and is 
presently working with the Rector to identity 
responsibilities he would assume here at Incarnation 
in preparation for Diaconal ministry. 
 
Please keep him in your prayers and he seeks to 
give new shape to his service in the  
Church. 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE STANDING COMMITTEE: 
 

The Standing Committee, with the Approval 
of Bishop McKelvey, has moved the date of 
the Electing Convention to Saturday, 
February 2, 2008 (snow date: Feb. 9) and 
the date of the service of consecration/ 
installation to Saturday, May 31, 2008.  We 
are most pleased that Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori will preside at the 
service of consecration/installation. 
 
We encourage you to keep abreast of 
developments in the process of selecting the 
Eighth Bishop of Rochester by regularly 
visiting the Diocese’s website at: 

www.rochesterepiscopaldiocese.org 
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FLOWER GUILD NEWS: 
 
The Flower Guild met on Saturday, February 11, 
2007 to plan Easter decorations.  We decided that 
our theme would be “HE IS RISEN”.   We spent a 
great deal of time in deciding how we will decorate 
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and check) in the collection plate.  All envelopes 
must be received by Sunday, April 1. 
 
Also, at this meeting, we decided on the following: 
♦ The 2007 Christmas theme will be “Old Little 

Town of Bethlehem”. 
♦ We will sponsor a Geranium Sale beginning April 

29-May 13 and plants will be available for pick-
up on Sunday, May 20. 

♦ Began preliminary planning for a Flower Festival 
to be held in May 2008 in celebration of 
Incarnation’s 50th anniversary.   

 
On behalf of the Flower Guild, we wish to thank you 
again for your donations towards our 2006 Christmas 
decorations.  We also wish to thank the donors who 
beautify our Altar on a weekly basis.  As I mentioned 
in my annual report, we will no longer place single 
flowers - and encourage others not to do so - on the 
Altar as we feel it takes away from the flowers on the 
shelves, which have been specially arranged.   
 
If you have questions/concerns regarding Flower 
Guild, please contact Terry Mitchell at 654-8296 after 
6:00PM. 
 
 
 
PHOTO DATES FOR NEW DIRECTORY 
 
More information will soon be forthcoming regarding 
the new photo directory for Incarnation.  Please 
check your calendars for the following opportunities 
to have your family photographed: 
 

March 27 Tuesday 5pm-9pm 
March 29 Thursday 5pm-9pm 
March 31 Saturday 9am-6pm 
 
April 10 Tuesday 5pm-9pm 
April 12 Thursday 5pm-9pm 
April 21 Saturday 9am-6pm 
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